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Brad Hoylman-Sigal, Borough President
June 17, 2026

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor, State of New York
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Hochul:

I write today in recognition of Eve Adams, a Polish-Jewish immigrant who was arrested in Greenwich
Village in 1926 and convicted for the crime of being a lesbian, deported from this country, and later
murdered in Auschwitz-Birkenau. On this centennial of her arrest, I urge you to exercise your executive
authority to issue a posthumous pardon and grant Ms. Adams deserved and long-overdue clemency.

Eve Adams immigrated to New York City in 1912 and became a vital figure in the bohemian community of
Greenwich Village where she operated Eve's Hangout, a beloved gay and lesbian tearoom at 129
MacDougal Street and one of the earliest known explicitly queer spaces in the city. In 1925, she published
Lesbian Love, a collection of short stories of queer intimacy and one of America's earliest works of lesbian
literature. For this, she was targeted. On June 17, 1926, Ms. Adams was arrested at her tearoom in a police
entrapment operation, convicted of obscenity and disorderly conduct, imprisoned, and deported. In 1943,
she was arrested by the Nazis in occupied France and transported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where she was
murdered.

Eve Adams's story is among the most unjust in our state's history. One hundred years after her arrest, we
have the obligation and the opportunity to say plainly that she deserved better. The State has recognized
similar injustices before. In 2003, Governor Pataki issued a posthumous pardon to Lenny Bruce for his 1964
conviction for "obscenity" in Greenwich Village. Ms. Adams's conviction arose from the same
neighborhood, the same era of discriminatory enforcement, and the same charge, with consequences
incomparably more severe.

I respectfully request that you issue a posthumous pardon to Eve Adams and acknowledge that her 1926
conviction was unjust and rooted in discriminatory law enforcement. This posthumous pardon would
affirm that the State of New York failed her as a pioneer of LGBTQ+ life, as an immigrant, and as a Jewish
woman who was ultimately deported to her death.

Thank you for the consideration of this request. Please reach out with any questions.
Sincerely yours,
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Brad Hoylman-Sigal

Manhattan Borough President



