September 13, 2026

Hon. Zohran Mamdani
Mayor

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

Hon. Mike Flynn
Commissioner

Department of Transportation
55 Water Street

New York, NY 10041

Dear Mayor Zohran Mamdani and the New York City Department of Transportation,

We, the original sponsors of Sammy’s Law, along with the undersigned elected officials
from across New York City, are asking you to finally implement Sammy’s Law across our
respective districts.

In 2014, Sammy Cohen Eckstein was killed by a reckless driver just outside of his home. He
was 12 years old. Over the next decade, his mother, Amy Cohen, alongside dozens of other
members of Families for Safe Streets, fought for Sammy’s Law in his name, legislation to
finally bring slower, safer speed limits to New York City.

Prior to Sammy’s Law, the City of New York had no control over the speed limits on local
roads. If city officials thought a street was dangerous, they needed to travel to Albany and
ask legislators — some from districts hundreds of miles away from New York — for
permission to change the speed limit. Sammy’s law finally gave the City control.

But in the time since it became law, the New York City Department of Transportation has
mostly ignored its newfound powers in Sammy’s Law. According to Transportation
Alternative’s calculations, the life-saving 20 mph speed limits permitted by Sammy’s Law
have been applied on less than 2% of eligible streets since the law’s passage.

Speed mitigation works. Within a year of lowering the citywide speed limit to 25 mph and
implementing speed cameras to enforce it, traffic fatalities declined 22% and pedestrian
fatalities declined by 25%. As a longstanding champion of Sammy’s Law and street safety,
we’re counting on you to implement this lifesaving change across New York City.


https://transalt.org/reports-list/too-fast-too-furious-new-york-citys-speeding-epidemic-and-the-case-for-local-control-of-speed-limits#:~:text=In%20just%20the%20first%20year%20of%20this%20change%3A%C2%A0,Pedestrian%20fatalities%20fell%20by%20more%20than%2025%20percent

Mayor Mamdani, please implement Sammy’s Law on all the eligible streets in our
respective districts. Under Mayor Eric Adams, 980 New Yorkers were killed, and another
12,055 were seriously injured in traffic crashes. You can ensure the city changes under your
leadership so that more New Yorkers make it home safely today, tomorrow, and for
generations to come by finally implementing 20 mph speed zones across the five boroughs.

We can’t afford to wait.

Sincerely,
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Manhattan Borough President
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Antonio Reynoso
Brooklyn Borough President
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Cordell Cleare
Senator - District 30

Kristen Gonzalez
Senator - District 59
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Andrew Hevesi
Assemblymember - District 28
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Claire Valdez
Assemblymember - District 37
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Linda Rosenthal

Assemblymember - District 67
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Donovan Richards
Queens Borough President
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Jessica Ramos
Senator - District 30
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Liz Krueger
Senator - District 28

Bobby Carroll
Assemblymember - District 44
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Diana Moreno

Assemblymember - District 36
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Andrew Gounardes
Senator - District 26

Julia Salazar
Senator - District 18

Zellnor Myrie
Senator - District 20

Catalina Cruz
Assemblymember - District 39

Emily Gallagher
Assemblymember - District 50
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Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas
Assemblymember - District 34
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Khaleel Anderson
Assemblymember - District 31
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Ron Kim
Assemblymember - District 40
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Alexa Avilés
Council Member - District 38
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Jennifer Gutiérrez
Council Member - District 34
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Sandy Nurse
Council Member - District 37
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Shekar Krishnan
Council Member - District 25
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Jo Anne Simon
Assemblymember - District 52
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Maritza Davila
Assemblymember - District 53
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Steven Raga
Assemblymember - District 30

Chris Marte
Council Member - District 1

Julie Won
Council Member - District 26

Shahana Hanif
Council Member - District 39

Tiffany Caban
Council Member - District 22
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Keith Powers
Assemblymember - District 74
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Rebecca Seawright
Assemblymember - District 76
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Tony Simone
Assemblymember - District 75
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Crystal Hudson
Council Member - District 35
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Lynn Schulman
Council Member - District 29

Shaun Abreu
Council Member - District 7

o Q. ByoweR.

Gale Brewer
Council Member - District 6
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Carl Wilson
Council Member - District 6

Harvey Epstein
Council Member - District 2

TULeLL

Micah Lasher
Assemblymember - District 69
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Erik Bottcher
Senator - District 47
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Robert Jackson
Senator - District 31

Phara Souffrant-Forrest
Assemblymember - District 57

Leroy Comrie
Senator - District 14

Virginia Maloney
Council Member - District 4

Pierina Sanchez
Council Member - District 14

Shirley Aldebol
Council Member - District 13
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Lincoln Restler
Council Member - District 33
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John Liu
Senator - District 16

Vansooo. A Hiscon

Vanessa Gibson

Bronx Borough President

Gustavo Rivera
Senator - District 33
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Rita Joseph
Council Member - District 40
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Grace Lee
Assemblymember - District 65

Amanda Farias
Council Member - District 18

Marcela Mitaynes
Assemblymember - District 51
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Chi Osse
Council Member - District 36

Alex Bores
Assemblymember - District 73
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Karines Reyes
Assemblymember - District 87



Eric Dinowitz Amanda Septimo Chris Banks
Council Member - District 11 Assemblymember - District 84 Council Member - District 42

Brian Cunningham
Assemblymember - District 43



